
Francis Miller Lectureship is made 
possible through a generous support 

from the Francis Miller fund 

Francis J. (“Johnny”) Miller was a longtime pharmacist and 
drugstore owner in South Dakota, including in his hometown 
of Gettysburg.  Mr. Miller, who died in 1987, also owned 
pharmacies in Redfield and Huron.  He regretted that his 
academic training in pharmacy consisted of only a 90-day 
course he attended in Denver during the Great 
Depression.  Mr. Miller was grateful for the short-courses 
made available by the College of Pharmacy at South Dakota 
State University and was proud of his family’s association 
with the University.  Miller’s daughter, Frances Miller 
Anderson was a 1959 graduate of SDSU in Physics.  Johnny 
Miller worked closely with the SDSU Foundation in 
arranging a trust that made income available to his daughter 
during her lifetime. When she died in 2009, the trust assets 
came to the Foundation for support of pharmacy research and 
special educational programs, such as the Francis Miller 
Lectureship. 
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Dr. Clarke is a professor in the Department of Biochemistry, Molecular 
Biology & Biophysics, the I.J. Holton Chair in Cancer Research, and the 
Executive Director of The Hormel Institute at the University of 
Minnesota. He has spent most of his career dedicated to breast cancer 
research. Dr. Clarke has a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the Queen’s 
University of Belfast, Northern Ireland, U.K. He completed his 
postdoctoral training at the National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, MD. 
Dr. Clarke has extensive research administrative, operational, and 
oversight experience, having served as Dean for Research at 
Georgetown University Medical Center (GUMC; 8 years), Associate 
Vice President of GUMC (13 years), and as co-Director of the Breast 
Cancer Program at Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer 
Center (LCCC; 14 years). He also retains an adjunct professor position 
at Georgetown University. 
 

Dr. Clarke’s research focuses the use of high throughput omic 
technologies and the development and application of novel 
bioinformatics and mathematical tools in a systems/integrative 
biology-based approach to studying the regulation of cellular signaling 
in the endocrine control of breast cancer cell fate. His research has been 
continuously peer-review funded for over 25 years. He has 
successfully managed multi-investigator, multidisciplinary, and multi-
institutional awards that included investigators across the US and 
abroad. Dr. Clarke has published over 300 papers, reviews and book 
chapters. 
 

Currently, Dr. Clarke serves as a Senior Editor for Cancer Research, 
is an Associate Editor for Endocrine-Related Cancer, and he serves as 
an Editorial Board member for over a dozen other peer review journals. 
He is an elected Fellow of American Association for the Advancement 
of Science and of three Royal Societies in the UK (Biology, Chemistry, 
and Medicine). He has also served in multiple NIH and DoD study 
sections including serving as Chair of several study sections. 


